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AMAZON, PERU
\\rith its vast expanses of virgin rainforest,
staggering array of rvildlife and rernote tribal
comr.nunitics, the Arlazon is no ordinary rivcr.
'l'his I'ear, A'alon Wirterways is expanding into the
Antitzou fbr the first time, via the splcndid Arzn,
u'lrich car.r host 32 guests in 16 chic sr,rites '".r'ith
llool to ceiling picture u'indows. It features a sun
dcckr,r,ith Jacuzzi and cuisinc from award-winning
Pcruviair chef Pcdrcl Miguel Schiaffino. Avalon's
itincrary includcs three niglrts onboard this sleek
lloating base, rvhich rvill be .vour launchpad for
exploring thc tributarics ar.rd their flora and fauna

spotting crcatures frorn pink dolphins to frogs
and cairlan. It's part of a trip that bcgins in Lima,
fror.t.r where }'ou u,ill flV to Cusco, to visit tlre Sacred
Vallcy zrnd Nlachu Picchu, before hcading north by
planc to set offon thc cruise itself.

(l-Ach'er.rturcs is krol<ing fbnrald to thc first year
of oper:rtior.r of its :12 passenger Anazoniart riter
shilr Queen \riobta.Its trips are aintcd at those vrfio

want to erperience somcthing out of thc ordinary
and hcre that rneans a chance to witr-rcss nature
and ccologvwithin one of the world's mosf complex
rivcr systcms. A six-night volrage r,r,'ill ofi'er you thc
oppoftuniff to spcncl tu'o r,r.hole dal's irr tlre lush
Pacaya- Samiria National Resen'e, spottir.rg sloths,
toncans and turtles; takc a canopy rvalk above dense
rainforest, r.isit rivcrside villages and go piranl.ra
fishing. t\ qualified naturalist guidc will lcad vou on
daily cxcursions by skiff, returning to Queen Voleto
for discussions about the area and its cornmunities.
THH DEIIAIL Avalon Watenvays' (avalonwoter
woys.cotn) 1l-day Flout the Inca lintpit'e to
the' Peruvian A.nazon tour, from f i3,i375pp,
including hotels, nrost rneals, excursions and
guiclcs, but excluding cxtenral and intcrnal flights.
G-Adrenfures' (gadvcntures.co.uk) nine-divAmazon
Rivcrboilt Adventurc, tt'om fl,l62pp, including
hotcls, intcrnal flights, rlost meals, excursions, but
c-xcluding international flights. - --- )





Above: YangorShlreoagon Pagoda in Burma Beow, left toright: AmaPuraandsuite; Yangon'sshwedagonpagoda; lrrawaddyExplorerandsuite
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$RRAWADDY, BI,RMA
Rurnrl is onc of the r iorld's lnost rr).str.r iurrs anci fascinating
places. lncl hls long ltccn ouc of its rtrost clusivc. Htxl'c.r,er, rvitl-r
tttut'istr sturting to gron, us tlrc. countr-], h.llnsitious an'iiv fror.n
a ni i l i t l l r  gor,elnrncnt i ts ar.chitcctur.al and ctr l iulal splcnclour.
ruou arait  vtul cl iscor-cr.r. .  ' l 'hc bc.st u' :rr. to c.x1tlor.c. this lancl of
ten-tplcs. pagoclas ancl cokrnial trc.asul-es is l tv r. i r  ct. ,  neanderinu
tctr l l r  l l r r ' , r r rg l r  i ls  l re;rr ' l  r r lor lg 111" l t . t . r ru:r t l t l r . . \ r l r r \ \h l t , r l r r r ls
is l i rLrnc' lr ing hvo vor-agcs aboar.cl the ncri- , \ntuPuru latcr. this
r-ear'  \ \ ' i th. just 2ft  cot.rtc.nr1tor.an,,suifes, al l  f fal trr ing balconies,
AntuPunt lroasts a stvl isl t  r .cstaulant, loungc uncl bat, a spa,
pool aucl lulgc,sun cleck. ' l ' l tc l(r-anci 1-l-dar. i t i rrclaric.s start in
thc colonial gc. lr  of \hug,rrr.  gir i rrg rou t ir l t '  to clche ir-rto thc
tenrplc.s. lush l tarl is i incl urtr. l icfs of thc. ( larclcn ( ' i t r .of thc East.
Sni l i rrg t lrrnt \hngon, , l t t tu l) tr t 'u t t  i l l  cal l  at thc tcntplc complex of
Bagan lnrl  scvc.ral trncicnt nx al c ' i t ies: Inu,a, thc l lurrnesc capital
for ovcr' ,l(X) r'cars; Amarlltu r.a, hon-rc. tti fhc lr,or'ltl's kingest tcal<
bl iclgc';  i rrrd h'anqrLi l  Sag:r ing. ( luests u. i l l  :r lso visi t  thc shrinc
of \{ount l)o1ta, home of sl t i r . i t  gocls l .or.shipltccl bv Burmesc
budclhists, ancl \ Iatrdal i tr ' ,  t l tc cttuntn- 's last r-uvul calt i tal .

r \ustr ian-base.cl Lt i f tner Cruiscs, best l<nou'n l i rr .  i ts
sophist icated Arnrrt lcrrs ships on Eunrpc's r ivers, is also larrnc.hitrg
il lrc-\\'ship in Rulrna: fhc 56 passcngcr', col.nial st1'lc. lntrrlrrrfth,
Iixplorer. On the \lt'stcr.ior-rs Nlt,annrar. cr.uise, the vrx,agc rvill
s[alt  in Prome., uort l l r .cst of \hngon, and take in l t ictur-csquc.
vi l lagc's such as \ irnclabo and ][ ingun, u. i th i ts eer. ie clustcls of
ru n fi nishc'cl pagoclas. O ther. highliglr ts i rrt.l urle l3agan, \ l anrlal av
anc' l  , \rnarapula. In aclcl i t ion to i ts I lur.rna pr.ograltrntc, l , i i f tncr
r.r, i l l  be laurrchini l  \() \ 'ages ou thc N,lcl<ong and ( iangcs this
autturrr aboarcl thc Mclong |{avigyuksr ntd (}onqes I'o1,1111r,,-,
lcr,cali ng thesc rc.lativclv turerplorc.cl r.cgious of Asitr.
'l'llE l)E't-\I[, 

'\rna\\'irter.ir-ar-s' 
(nnirnr'(rlenlo.\,s.(.o..r/i) l-t clar.

( ir lclcn Treasulcs of lh.anrnar ctr.r isc l i l tnt l l3,. l54pp clcpart ing
I)cccmber, inclucl ing tcn niglrts 'ouboar.cl nncl thre.c. nights'  hote-l
ac'conrodatior],  r .nt ist r tre'als, tours anci 0nboard cnter.tairrrncr-rt .
cxcluding d<tr.nestir .  ancl internati<lral H i  glrts. Lt i f tner Cr.u isc.s'
nirrc'night Nlr,stcl ious Nlv:urmar. cr.uisc f iou-r l2,50.tpp
tlcpalt ing Septenrbcr' ,  including al l  nrcals, shore exculsions ancl
trrrborlcl  c.ntertainnrcut, c.xch.rding II I  f l igl i ts. -  --

FCOD .i i l/\"rLL



R]IIEF CAUlSES
}ow: Queen of the Mississippi.
-.fi to right: cooked oysters in the
:g Easy; streetcar; crayfish cook
and his food: a local brass band

'Sailing from New *nleans, ysrl can fcfri*qry the hist*ry of CIne *f ,Americ*'s biEges€ rEvers,

MtsslsstPPt, usA
Sailing from Ncu, Orleans, you har.c the opportunifi. to follou,
the history of one ofAmerica's biggest rirers, the Mississippi; thc
route lined wit}r gracious sugar calre plantations, qr-Lintessential
Southcrn towns and historic battlefields. Ar.nerican Cruisc
Lincs' Queen of the Mississrppr has changed thc facc of cruising
herc, being the first new resscl built for the rivcr in r-rcarl.v 20
I'cars. \Arith her classic ticred decks and red paddlervheel, she
blends 2lst-century marititrre technologt' and mod cons r,r.ith
the grandeur of classicAmericau riverboats. On a round-trip, thc
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ship nill bc'calling in at placcs such as \4ississippi's first capital,
\atchez. r'ibt'atrt Baton Rouge and cotton fields bcfore returuit.tg
tcr the 'C:rpital of Jazz' . Thc Queen of the Mississrppr evol<es thc
llurun of gland antebellum tnansions, offering passengers thc
lalgest staterrx)uls on the river, a magr.rificent dining room, u,cll-
stocked librarl ar-rd chart room, six lonnges zrnd a pr,rtting grect.t.
'l'HE DEt\IL Americar.r Cruise Lines' (anlcriconcruiselines.
corn t right-clav round-trip from Ner'v Orlcans, fi'om €2,525pp,
firll b, ,irld: plice excludes shorc excursions and flights.
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as you call at suEar plantatianso quEntesseaxtialsauthern t*wns and historie batHefieids'

PANgEF, RHTNE_, MATNAND MOSELLE,
ACROSS.EUROPE
Cruising on the stately Rhine you have time to take in Swiss
gorges, German castles and Alsatian vinel'ards on your way
to historic Amsterdam. While on the Danube, the river carves
through the best of Central Europe historic cities such as Linz
and \/ienna in Austria, as well as Budapest and Bratislava. This
sumrner, a breath of fresh air will be blolvinq down thc Danube.
as Ernelald Waterways a new brand from u-pmarket Austral ian
cruise line Scenic Tours - offers a four-star alternative to its bis
sister. It is launching with two shiny new lS2-passenger ships,
u1ilch ri.ill sail on the Danube, Rhine and Main. pitched at a
younger audience, Emerald Star and Emerold SAy benefit from
feafures slrch as a heatcd pool with retractable roof, and a gelati
station that morphs into a cinema each eveninq. Owner's Suites
boast rr-rinimalist decor, walk-in wardrobes. Nespresso machines,
iPads ar-rd complimentary laundry serwice. But the focus remains
on value: inclusive cruise fares cover drinks, tips, wi-fi, daily
shore cxcursions and EmeraldPlus activities, which dig below
the surface ofa selection ofdestinations.

Mcanwhile, family-owned travel company Tauck is launching
a neu' class ofriver cruise ship this year, with the Savor operating
on the Danube and the Inspire on the Prhine and Moselle. The
ncw vessels will raise the bar in terms of space per passenger on
riler ships, accommodating up to l3O guests, whereas current
ships of a similar size host up to l9O. The pair rvill each feature 67
cabins, of u,hich eight will be 'loft' designs, which feature a raised
platform seating areabyvirtually double heightpicture windows.

Ships will also offer a cocktail lounge, fitness centre, spa, sun deck

THE DETAIL Emerald Waterways' (emeraldwaterwoy s.co. uk)
eight day Danube Delights voyages from fl,295pp full board,
including flights, transfers and excursions. Taucks (tauclt.co.uk)
eight-day Romantic Rhine ft om f2,42opp. including most meals,
shore excursions, and transfers; excludes flights.



ffiHONE AT.ID SAONE, FRANGE
Bouticyuc r i ler cnrise l ine t lniurrr ' ld is alt 'cadr, cc' lcbratcd fol i ts
six stll I uxurl' 1lc'ct, thc onlr- clu isc ships to ltavc rcceivccl a Ztrgat
lat ing t ir l  dining, but i t  has sct: l  l rc\v benclrrnark with the launch
of if s ll tcst ship, .5'^S (laffterrne. At l35m long, .SiS Calhcraic is onc
of Lrnir ir l ' lc l 's largcst ships r,ct she cal l ic 's iust 159 })assc.ngers
the aclcl i t ional spacc af l i r lcls spaciorLs sfatcnroms, f ivt '  suites o1'
28 sq rn iurd, thc pic\ce dc't ' is istancc'.  thc i i f3 sq m l ioval Suitc' .
Grircing the Rh6nc and Saonc, SS C'ul l tcr ine r 'vi l l  ushcr vou
fronr ' \r ' ignon to Lvrn, travcl l ing throLrgh sontc of t ' t - lnce's best
cor,urt l ls iclc ' .  taking in l3urgunrlv and Plor cnce. ' fhis t l ip boasts
a choi( 'c of l4 exculsions, so t 'or.r ' l l  be rrble to soak up thc cr-r l tulc'
of Al lcs, s\ l lor)rnrous u' i th Vun ( irgh scc imposing ' falascon

F'ortrcss and par,a visi t  to thc t l in t i t ics of Tournon and Tain
-l 'Hclnri taqc-. fanrcd for i ts C6tcs 11r.t  l l l ronc l ' iue.

Saurl l lc the cuisinc of Lyn r i  i th \- iking River Cluiscs, r i l t ich
la1's claiur to thc u'ol ld's lalgcst l i r t ' r '  clLrisc f leet. Bv t lre end of
thc'vclr,  i trvi l l  hnvc lar,rncl ier l  u rt ' t , ,rr l  i io l lg1v ships'uvithir-r just
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[ l rrc 'c 1-ears NIanv of thcsc are \r i l<ing Longships: 190 passcnger

ships rvi ih clcan, Scauil inar- iatr-str. lc intc'r iors lr tcl  l l -br icl  cl icsel-
clcctr ic cl lgines, ut ich leducc' t ' tn ' i rotrt t tetrt l l  i t trpact, t toise

and vibrat ir lr .  Other innor,at ive louches iuclucle an incloori '
oLrtdoor' , \cyuavit Terracc',  iur clrgarr ic herb galclcn and Explorer

Suites thc largest t ' ivct '  cr- l t ise stt i tes iu Ett lope. Tu'o bt 'atrcl
nc'n-Ltingships, \-il;ittr1 /Jrrri ancl Yiltinll Hennrld, u'ill litr.ttrch otr
the Sa6ne rr ncl Rh6nc th is spl ing, sai l  ing f ionr Chalon sr-t  t '  Sairt tc
[o Ar-igr-ron oyer eight lcisurelv clavs.
THfl Dfl ' fAIL l ' i t ln ' l l 'avc' l 's ( l iLttntrat 'cl .<o.rr l t)  L.niu.ol lcl
cight-dav lStu'gtrndr'  & Provcncc ct ' t t ise clcplt ' t ing ,\pl i l  trr
Nor-ernbcl f iom l2, l49pp f ir l l  bo:rrd, including retr-rrn f l ights
tiom thc' LIK, privltc tr:ansfcls u,ith Ti[an's VII' Ilon'rc
l)cpiu'tulc Sc'n' icc and shore excut 'siot ' ts. \r i l<ing P.i lcl  Cltr iscs'
(vi l i i t t ,clr i 'crcruises.co.ul i)  eight clar. Poltt ' i r i ts of Southclt t
Flauce \ovlges fronr !1,8,f5pp f ir l l  boalcl,  includiug t 'c[uru
flights i'orrr the UK, tlarrsf-ers trncl shorc excnt-siuns. tr
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modern ships. Right: the
Sa6ne passes through Lyon-. i'
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