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s resorts across the world e\pan; :^-::: liii :)stems and
link up rvith neighbouring ski area: :-:r:i.rs rrut those with
acres of off-piste
accessto hundreds of diverse pistes
'lJ
terrain has become easy. However, the crosd: des.'endingon the
big name resorts in these areas- Verbier. Courcher el and St Anton,
for example - often mean they lack somethins b1 s s1'of charm, and
can fall down on the flnal fhctor: price. Fortunatelr'.there is a lvay
around this dilemma - rather than stay in a big resort, make your
base in a satellite town within the linked ski area. Choose the right '
spot and you'll find yourself paying less for equally comfortable
accommodation in a prettier, more authenticAlpine village, without
:
compromisingon great conditionsand extensiveski terrain...
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Want to gct stuck into thc season'sbest skiingbut fancyarresort awayfrom thc crou'ds?
a rrorc authenticcxpericnce,oftcn at a bctter price but with accessto the salxeslopcs
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Opposite:make
ChaletFloraliein
Saint Marlinde
your base
Belleville
for exploringthe
extensivepistes of
the ThreeValleys
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SaintMartin de Belleville F'R;.rCE
This old Savoyardvillage may be linked by lift to one of the world's
Iargestand best-knor,vnski areas- the Three Valleys but it has
retainedevery bit of its authenticity.A welcome antidoteto the glitz
of Courchevel, pafiy sceneof Mdribel and brutal architectureof Val
Thorens, St Maltin is essentiallya ciuster of ancient timber chalets
and a pretty church. While some of the buildings still house their
original bovine tenants,others have been convefted into luxurious
chaletsand atmosphericlittle restaurants.
The best such restaurant is Le Montagnard (.le-montagnard.
corl), rvhich is located in an old hayloft and owned by local
cheese-makerEric Suchet. It's the perfect spot for cosy lunches
and dinners, particularly if you enjoy Savoyard specialities such
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as t(utiflette, croziflette and raclette. You can dine in similarly
rusticstyleon the mountain,at the delightfulChezPEpdNicolas
(chezpepenicolas.com),
which is tuckedaway on the slopesjust
aboveLes Menuires.The croquemonsieurBelleville,ladenwith
turkey and home-madeTommede Savoie,will set you up for the
ski back to St Martin and is best enjoyedon the sun-drenched
terracewith its panoramicvrews.
THE DETAIL The Oxford Ski Company (oxfordski.com)
offerssix nights(sevendayscatered)attheluxuriousChaletFloralie,
rvhich is locatedjust stepsalvay from the lifts, from f900pp
and can also arrangeflights and privatetransfers.A six-dayski
passfor theThreeValleysski areacostsf220. ----+)
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Kir"ehblrg,,\USTRL'\
Locatedjust six kilometrcs by road frrln its glossyncighbour
Kitzbiihcl, Kirchbcrg is a lively r,illagethat'.sa rvelcomeretreat
for lamilics and dedicatcd skiers. 'l'he sharcd KitzbuhelKirchbcrgski areaoffersl68lan ofpistcs accessed
by a modcrn
lift netrvork,a sizeableterrain park ar-rdrlore than 40 nrountain
restaurants.But that'snot all - thc villageis also idcalll' placed
for crploring SkiWeltWildcr Kaiser-Brixental,Austria'.s
largcst
ski area,g,ith sorne2tlOkrnof pistes.A short fi"cc
intcrconncctecl
btrsridc u'ill takclolr to Brixen,oneclfthe area'srnairrhnbs.
liitzbiihcl nriil' la1 clairn to some of Austria'sglitziesthotels
:..:itllestaulzrnts
but localsoften headto Kirchbergfor a culinary
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treat at the au,arcl-rvinning
Restaurant'R Sirlon Taxachcr'in
thc contcrnporary'26-roorn RosengartcnHotel. Taxachcr is
fdted as one of Atrstria'sfinest and m<lstinnovativeche1.s,
rvith
a signaturesl-vlethat blenclscontcmporarl,Mcditerraneanand
traditional 'fyrolcan cuisine. F-ortuuatcll',thcre arc plenty of
pistesto burn up aroundKirchbergto uarrant the indLrlgcnce
of
thc Rosengartcntbedsidebrearkfasts
and lavishdinners.
Tf{E DttT!\lL Alpinc Ansu'crs (alpineanswers.co.uk)
offers
scven niglrts' B&B at RosengartenHotel frorn ll,O5Opp,
including flights and sharcdrcsort transf'ers.
A six-dayski pass
fbr thc Kitzbtihel-Kirchbcre
areacosts€215.
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5 citilaz S\\'ITZE IILAN I)
Ovcl thc vc.als,\'erbier has becomca cult destinationfbr oll:
pisteskiers,partvgocrsarrdluxurl'chaletlovers.Indeed,Verbicr's
prolifcration of glanrorousrestaurants,palatial chalets and
infantousnightclultsis onh'matchcd by the hardcorcnaturc of
the skiingto be tiuncl on thc slopcsthatrise abovcit. Fbrtuuatcly
lor thosc of us u'ho clon'tautoutnticallygr:rba har"ness
and iccpick on (lttl'\\it\ trr thc pistes,\'erbicr is onc of fir,eresortstlrat
rnake ult tlrt, IolLr' \ allcr-sski area, tr4richincrlrp<lratcsorrcr
fbr all abilities.
400linrof pistessLritablc.
The attractirc tou lt of \eudaz is located in onc of t}rose
for-rrtallevs irtcl. u ith its old ktr,vn,cas1.airpoft acccssand
rvell plicecl uhirlct. rurcltrpartmcnts,is gaininga reputation as
'tl.rethinkin,l nrir's \-elbier'. \\rhat Ner.rdazlacks in susl.riand
celeltlitie: ,, r::ric. Lrptbr u'ith hourelyrcstaurants,quict local
?8 ="-,-,. -- -_

slopes and exccllent farnill'facilities. r\nd, s'hile \Ierbier sits on
thc fringes of tl.rclbur Valleys, Ncndaz is located ccntrallv u.ithin
it, cncouragin.qfurther crlrloration of thc' glc'at red mns irronnd
and classic ofi-pistc routes trear Siricz trnd Tortin.
\rc11'sonnaz
Nendaz offcrs a u,idc sclcction of resttrut':rnis:urd shops. making
self catcred accomrnodation ir goocl clxricc. But be surc to trcat
1'onrselfto at least one night out at Lc' \lont Ilougc lcstaurant
(00 41 79 634 4962), u'hich sen.es succulr-nt. localh talnted
lamb n-rmouredto be bettcr than anrtl.ring in \l.r'brer
'l'cd Bentlcl' Qedbentle.t'.co
TIIE DR'\IL
ulit ofrls hlo
spacious, u'cll-located and bcautifulh appointtd chirlcts (e:rcl.r
slceps eight to ninc) locatcd in Netidaz. ar rrilirhLeir',rrll 11.799
pcr wcek ot.ra self-catered basis.A six clirr ski plr: I, ,f thc \\l1ole
of thc F'our Vallevs costs !245.

also has greatfood
from SimonTaxacher
at Rosengarten
Hotel;(bottom)
chaletchic at
Nendazin the head
of the FourValleys.
This page:Savoyard
charm in Morzine,
perfect for the Podes
du Soleilski area
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Despitelinl<ing650lnr of ;ristcsand l2 resortson either:sidc'of
thc French-Su'issLrurdcr manl,o f ri hi ch arcotth'au hour'sdt'ir,e
flics ttncler
frornGeneva thc Portes du Soleil ski arci'tsot.treltou,
the radar of rranv Ilritish sldcrs.Its sl<iingrangesfiom gc'rttle,
trailsto hair raisingcouloirs,and fiom sotuco1'the
sprr,rce-lined
crttisittgrttus.
besttcrrain parlisin the Alps kr seemingll'etrclless
Tl'rctorvnsareinst as diverse,from high-altituclc,sci-fi film sct
to the deepll-tlaclitionalSu.isshan.rletof \Iolgins.
'\.oriaz
of \krrzine blcnclsSavovardfirrmingvillagc chnlm
The to'nr-n
u'ith a wi clechoiceof ctintcmporarr' ho fels,rcsttttrantsanclbars,
and is perf'ectlr,locatedfirr Por:tcsdu Soleil,u,ith lifts strctching
direction.Enjor,a morniug cofleeanclslab
out in r,iltuall

of blneirellv tart :rt La Tcrrarssc(00 3il 450 7116\7) , one of thc
rlLsticrnouutain restirnlantsin the harnlet of Lcs Linclarets,pop
across to Sl,itzerland fbl fcurdnc irncl honre smoked ureitts ztt
Lapisa (00 41 2+ +79 3643) ncar Chanrp6r'r',anclcn jot.lir,c tlusic
ancl apris ski on the ten'acc of Le 'lhvaillun in ,\,oriaz bcfolc
hctrding bacli to \'lorzine. Aftel a soak in thc hot tub at f:unilr' rurr
Le Pc'tit l)rr,rhotcl, join thc locals fbr dinnel at Lc Piquc-h'elr, a
delicatessenthat transfcrms into arr irr{brnrirlrestaut'arttat night
THE l)flTAIl, Pcak Rctrcats (peakretreots.cr.u/t)oflers sercn
nights' half boald at I-c Pctlt Drtr fillr f7'34p1t, incluclins u
flcxible retun.r r-ia lir.rlotunncl. A six-clar,ski pass for the I)t,i'tt'.
du Soleil :rrea costs from f,l75.

j

Hittingthe Dolomites'slopesvia
La Villa,whose nearbyattractions
includ6the refugeand church at
Santa Croce (opposite,top).
Opposite,bottom: pretty Stuben
was hometo a ski oioneer
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La \rilla is onc of six tou,ns clustcrcd togcthcr.in ,{lta }iaclia,
in the hcalt of the I)olonritcs. ,\lta Baclia for.ursthc lar.gest
contcr o['the Sel]a lloncla ski alca, u'ith ll3Olintof local sloltcs,
u'hich in tuln is palt of the t.ast l)olomiti Supcrski ar-ca (a
.,r.hoppingl,200krn ol pistcs).'l'hc clualitl'atrrl rlnge
of sl<iing
hcre is lrrlld cl:rss,u ith scerlcl\-soe\ccptitinal it lur.cser.cnlhc
nrostdcrlicatcdskicls offthe sl<tpcsand onto sultnl rcrrirccsro
nralvcl nt it.'fhis is l'hcrc thc. South Tu.ol's Italian hcr.itasc
outl cighs its r\ustriartro<tts:thc p:rcctif pistc lif'cis languorous,
ri'ith thc scnsc thrt shiing is ii llcalts of gctting behvc.cn
lestauriuttsfirr coft'cc.,
lunch anclaDrc\s-ski
r':rthct"thanan
cnclcarrnl
lrl'thv
phl.sical
of
ntuch
cxcrtion.
;r*
Lu cktlcc uzfc conlir-rLrcsof} llre slopcs, il,ith
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strollspastsurnptuoushotclsand restaurants(thrcc of rvhich
ltoast\lichelin st:rrs),as u'cll as chic s1tas,
bar.sanclboutiqucs.
l,a Villa is onc of
Radia'ssrnallclvillagcs,r'ct set,crallitts
'\lta
clcpartfi"on.r
its hcart,r,l'l.risl<ingyon
into thc extcnsivcsl<iarea.lJc
surcto takcthc lift to reachonc of thc rtrostdclishttirlrrrountain
lcfirgcsirr thc,'\lps: Santr Crocc (00:.itl 0171 8i196'.12),
built in
l71fJas a hostcl fbl pilglinrsvisitingthc prett-r.'
chaltclncxt door.
Roth takc their narle fr'onrthe monntair.r:rt r,r'hoscf'cetthey lic.
l,it b-vcandlc'sattd lvart'uctlb-vopcn fircs,the lcfirgc sen'csthc
(stvccl pancal<c)
bcst lfazsersc/znlrzrrn
outsidco f Au stria.
TIllt Dlt'tAIL Ingl'ranrs(inghunts.to.uA)offers sevcn nights
(six of thern catcrccl)at Chalct Hotcl Al Pigher lrom 14771lp,
including11i.qhts
and sharcclh'ansf'ers.
A six-da.vski ltassfbr thc
DolornitiSupcrsl<i
areacosts.t179.
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Arlbcrg is unclisptrtcdll' one of the u,orld's leading ski arcas,
its visifors tlking adv:rntage of one <tf the best sr.rou,rccorcls
in thc
340km of pistcs ancl 20okm ,,1 ,,6'-piste terrair.r.
'\lps,
Incorporating sc'r'craltclurrs and villagcs, St r\ntun is the area's
postcr resort, knoivn througholrt thc ski n.orlcl as the honte
of gnarlv fiecskicrs ancl somc litel)' apris-ski tl.ranl<s|tl the
i rtf'amous Ntlooscr\Vil t and Krazr. Kalguruh bars.
J,ocateclabout 4O r-ninutcs'skifrtinr St'\nton, the picturesque
villagc of Stubcn u,as [he birthplaicc of Jotranu 'Hannes'
Schneidcr, u.ho pionccrcd tl"reArlberg technique of don'nhill
skiir.rgand tr-rition as l,c knor,r.it tocla1,.Soal<up the ahlospherc
on the I Iotcl Ptist'.ssunnr, tcrrace or in the u'ood-panelled
Slube, a cosl' prir.ate dining r:oorn (00 4::l 5582 761). (liven its
position in thc heart of sornc ofArlbcrg's 5"r1 sf|'-pisteterrain,

and the prcsencc of the Alpin & Freeride Center, Stubcn is a
great choicc fbr serious ofl-piste sl<icrsanclriders.
Gastrouorncs sl.rclulditiso note that Stubcn is houre to the
excellctrt I Iotcl Nlondschein (rnondscltein.cont'),on,neclbv the
husbaud and.,vife tearl f.farkus Kegc.lcancl Er.a-]laria l(egele\Valch. The pair harrclting been advocates of slori' foocl cool<ing
atrd practiccs, and falrn, hunt and prcpare nrost o['their ol-n
prochtcc. Not just fhat, but Er,a-\laria is one of ,\ustria's r.uost
highll, rcgardcd sornmclicrs, oversecing a lcnrarliabll scll
stocl<ccllTtl'r centur'5.u,ine cellar'.
'f'f f f.l Dfl'f'r\Il- Kaltu.na 'l)'avcl (lirrhrntrcftra.el.coLrl;)
seven nigl.rts'halfboard at Hotel llonclsc.hc'intlorn !1
incluc'ling flights, prir.iitc. transf'ers. a si,r clar -\r'1ber':
a1d Kaluura'sclcdicatcclcgpcierec.scr\ rce, -

'Arlbergis undisputcdlyone of the world's leadingski areas,its visitors taking :rdriul
{}il{-:$f tll{,:l-rc-:sl
slt{l!&'ii.l{j{}l"*!
in ijtr: Alps, lj4il
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iJisentisSWITZERLAND
Disentis is an arche$,pal Swiss Alpine town, encircled by
towering mountains and glacial lakes,with the addedbonus of
being home to one of Europe'soldest Benedictine monasteries,
the 8th century St Martin. Until recently, the challenging
local terrain has been a closely guarded secret among intrepid
freeriders, yet the winds of change are now starting to blow
through this sleepycorner of Switzerland.
Disentis boasts 601<rnof pistes,which are supplementedby
the 20okm of diverseslopesof the Gotthard Oberalp Arena ski
area shared by its neighbours,Sedrun and Andermatt. Sedrun
is easilyreachedfrom Discntisby a lS-minute scenictrain ride
over the Oberalp pass,with Andermatt located further alons
the line. Andermatt is the best known of the three resorts and ii
about to get a lot more famous, as it emerqesthis winter after

a substantial facelift. The quaint village has been transformed
into a lu-rury resort, with the (ongoing) construction of
multiple hotels, restaurants and shops. As part of this
transformation, Andermatt's lift system is being extended and,
come next winter, the town will be linked by ski lift to Sedrun,
erpanding its appealevenfurther.
With Disentis tipped to become the next big thing, skiers
looking for superb off-piste skiing and a refreshingly simple
village a good alternative to Andermatt should make their
way there quickly,before Switzerlandt best secretgetsout.
THE DETAIL Nangijala Guest House (nangijola.ch) was
opened last year by an enterprising Scandinavian pair with
hclp fiom a local architect. Seven nights' B&B costs from
€530pp.A six-dayski arenapasscosts€179.

Left to right:fun in the snow; boutiqueblissat PrincipedelleNevein Cervinia,which blendsauthenticAlpinelookswith a sleek,moderndesrqn

lh ltount eilche Llen'ini a ITALY
Beinglocatedon the other sideof one of the world'smost iconic
mountains - the Matterhorn the Italian town of Cervinia often
languishesin the shadow of its better-known Swiss neiqhbour,
Zer m at l. lf ' shar dl o b e a tZ e rm a ftfo rv i l l a g e c h a rmi l s;bbl ed
streets, centuries-old chalets and horse drawn carriages are
picture postcardmaterial but Cervinia boastsa convirial, car
free centre with atmospheric pizzerias, wine bars and hotels
(notably the chic, boutique Principe delle Neve). If vou realhwant to ensconceyourself in Alpine charm though. consider
the even morc boutique,24-room Hotcl Les Neiges d-\rtan.
snuggledin a secludedmountain pasfurenear Cerrinia's liftlinkedneighbour,Valtournenche,
andtenminutcs au-arbr-shnftle.
Basingyourselfhere grantsaccessto Cer-vinia's
loczrlsl,,pes.
a l5okm-netu,orkof beginnerand intermediate-tr-iendl]'
pistes
82
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accesseddirectly from town. But you can also explore the
combined 360km of pistes it shareswith Zermatt (Matterhorn
Ski Paradise).Plumpingforan Internationalpassopensup more
terrain and mesmerisingviews,reachedby Europet highestlifts,
aswell as the opportunity to enjoy one of the world's longestski
runs, a descentof over 20km from the Klein Matterhorn above
ZermaII to Valtournenche. And it enables you to nip across
the border for lunch at one of Zermattt celebrated mountain
restaurants,such as Chez Vrony (00 41 27 967 2552), which
blendsAlpine disheswith moderncuisineto perfection.
THE DETAIL Alpine Lu-r-ury Chalets (olpineluxurychalets.
com) offers seven nig;hts'half board at the Hotel Les Neiges
d'Antan from fl,350pp, including flights and private resort
transfers.A six-dayInternationalski passcosts€245.n

