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A chalet break with Ski Weekends is up for grabs (cake/wine included)II
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MEET BRITISH PARALYMPIC SUPERSTAR MILLIE KNIGHT HtlW Ttl ENSURE Y()UR KIDS] GET H(ltlKED tlN SKIING Ii.: tlN TEST:SUNNIES & HUT.TO.HUT BACKPACKS HtlW WEIL
D(l Y(lU KN(IWYtlURTRANSCEIVER? ACHTUNG, CREVASSE! H(lW D(l Y()U GET()UT?
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skiing well beyond Ea
kindly oblige us by staying
for us, but is it really
Gabriella Le Breton i

ln Engelberg,
Switzerland, above,
some ol the best
conditions ol last
winter were in May

"This has become our trademark and, although expensive.
it serves multiple puposes: gaining intemational media attraction
at the beginning and end of the season. ensuring the village is
fully booked. and enhancing our image as a snorv-sure resotI."

Parlicularly in light of the relatively short ski days typical
of spring sklhg. the promotion of concefis. festivals and,
increasingly. freestyle camps has become a key element in
making late season opening viable. Corvatsch and Diavolezza
(paft of the St Moritz ski area) stay open to late May, hosting
regular rveekend festivals and concerts. complemented by the
presence of international Alpine and fieestyle teams lvho tratn
on the north-facing slopes and ten'ain parks.

Unlike some resorls, rvhich wind dorvn on-mountain dining.
Corvatsch and Diavolezza keep five restaulants open, lvith
more than 100 staff rvorking across both mountains (for a

combined 55km of pistes). The busy vibe doubtless helps
explain the fact that an impressive 9600 day passes lvere sold
to ovemight guests alone in ApriVMay 2016 (excluding
season pass holders and day+rippers).

Engelberg offers a dedicated spring lift pass, valid from
10 March to 27 May at CIIF315 (1240). With the entire Titlis
ski area remaining open to late April, and lifts above Triibsee
staying open to late May (offering 1200 vertical mefles of
descent), it's a tempting option. As Eric Spongberg, owner
of Ski Lodge Engelberg, says: "In 201 6, the.best conditions of
the r.vhole season rvere in early May, rvhen we hosted the
Fischer Freeride Camp rvith Sandra Lahnsteiner. The snow
is deep and cold and the mountain is empty."

t-:"4.-.-.t -,'.-
\':--q:,-l-, -i- '
:i:_ -. ,a I

a
Ealia-r

>:+-,*u

q# ong sunny days, com snorv, guilt-free late lunches: you

ffi don't need us to e(tol the virtues of spring skii-ng. And,
ffi m or our seasons rum topsy turvy,April and May often
ffi brins the best snow conditions ofthe winter. Holvever.
fewer than 5-0 ski resorts are open by early May. So rvl-rat's it
Iike for those r'vho keep the lifts r-Lrming? Is it rvorlhrvhile?

Speak to Emilie Rouzaud of the Val Thorens Tourist Offrce
and the ansrver is an emphatic yes. Europe's highest resort and
the lrst to open and close each rvinter (1 8 Novernber 20 I 7 to
8 May 2018). the resofi saw a 4-zi7o increase in spring skier
days in r'vinter 2016/17 on the previous season,.'vith resort
occupancy at a rvhopping 707a through April.

Similarly, across the Pond in Califomia, Mammoth enjoyed
the second longest season of its history in 1 6/17, opening in
November and closing on 2 August. Althott-{h it's not nerv for
some US resons to stay open late. Mammoth made headltnes
fbr boasting a 270in base depth at its summit on 27 May.

Nonetheless, Kristin Rust. intemational sales and marketing
manager lbr Mammoth Mountain Ski Area, conflrms running
LAs this late is not, in itself. fnancially viable. "It costs money
to run the lifts and employ staffon the hill. Horvever, the
Iongterm strategic value of promoting Mammoth globally,
and attracting visitors at a time they might not othenvise
consider, outrveighs the financial considerations."

It's a vielv echoed by Aldreas Steibl. general manager of
Austria's Paznaun-Ischgl ski area, rvhich opens early November
and closes on 1 May. "We celebrate openlng and closing rvith
a concerl r'vith major intemational stars," explains Steibl.

22 www,fa l-line.co.uk

!

i\

'Ie.



ez )n os eu l-ll€fM/^M

',,67/%' ']ms ,{\ollo.+ pl11o,\\ suosel reqlo qsl\\ pue epnllle
req pneladu e16,,'(euoru ruue ol srql op l,uop arql'se8up't

eql puB slnq uulunou eql uee,{\leq leu e e}eel3 o} uedo '{ets

e.,t 1uql ,(us .(psauoq uec er11 'sainla: tnululloul ?soleluol'{
.q] ot a.rn.rrr r repr,tord r15 usoleluolN.. ''(u1,rtr '(irea o-l uedo

eu8ulypuu,(auosserg ur s+rl LZ eq].lo 1no a'tg Surdaa>11o

seuercgeueq (e1 eql eJE sJ:lnol Pls luql uuguor plp Esolsiuotr{

elurJJeuuroJ oIoIJJII eql Jo rlloqslnl Eloud qinoqtly Suuttol

DIS ut lsalelq Susee:cm ol uosues aql ur 'ralu1 uado uIBuIeJ o]

uorsrJep eql pelnqlJlrr o1 alods a^\ suosel ou 
"(18urn8uu1

.. Jeullulls eql JoJ.go {Jou{
pua uoseas I{s {ael\-gl u ryo,t {ldrurs uer no'{ leql lespurut

p1o eqt e8rrcqc puu 3ul1s Suuds 1o s'(ol aql 1o sseueJll'\\u

esueJcul t)l le^el Fuolluuelul ue uo pue '{]rumuluol 
1? su qloq

raqleSol euoc ol peou el6 e1€.tour an€Lluosues sII{ qJfll'\\
'eso1c sqn1ctq8ru aql ueql pue Sursolc lmls slaioq'dlp sraqumu

retuolsn J..' eqclry sun:1dxa .,' lce3Ja [luq'\\ous E s, ]I"
'esolf, uele sUII eql aroJeq'lFdv-p1ru (q, arup

on8rour,, stq uoser eqt surclulP,rx aq'esuq uu; SrnpFaeq s.lPA

uro.4 3un1s uosees e]?l rn lsa:e1tu 1uecr3;nr31s pue suoulpuoJ
,\\ous luellef,xe elrdseq 11a,u oo1 [u s^\ou{'eJQSI,p IE\
u] SJEJ T eclnf rl]c-rvpur esnoH rocrv qnlc srequlstu

elu,rud eq]1o repuno.+'eqr]tu srrrd leql ollleq E )^.U

'p:uq sr:ate1 uedo ,(uls ol sdoqs pue sluelnulsaJ'sleloq
pcol Surpensred teqt Surppc '8nqs c111e9 u qlr'\\ elneque

s,(us ,'er.t e1 tse.J,, 'rr1i3q s,(uploq looqcs qcuerg a;o;aq lsnl
'ipay a1u1 14 sesolc 1e,( 3trg1s lercuiS'reruums srego sedly 7

sal'suosor lseq8rq s.acue:4 ]o ouo sV .!'suoseos eql ol lou
'stuarTo -rno Jo sp3au eql o1 ldepu ar,y1 &lllqul^ FlcJorilluor pIrE

puuulep tuetlc uo poseq 'ip e^oqe'sI uose'l qs e 1o uoqercdo

eq1.. :s,{us 'ursunol sedly Z se-I Jo Jolcenp 'elnetlu€A
selTrc sv suosa.r Ile ol poprol+E lou '(pes funxr1 u s,q

.;,(rp Sruiolc ,(eiep a,t ueq,u Burlaeur,(ddeqe s'&'tp s.11'uedo

{els ot lue,u eldoad.(ueur ,\\oq inoqe s.1r 
"(leltroueptm1 

'tnq
suoup"redo pur: .(laps'SugJets 1o reueur u st uado '(uls ol uolsroap

eqJ., :qloruuel,{;o s,(es lsnS suotlpuor ol lsueJ ol ulopear-+

.retue.r8 ruor; tgeueq suosal esaql'sU[ aruos 1sue1 1e 8uruuru

Jo {lrTrqurl IErcIrEut} eq1 Suunsue sroltstr 8utr1s-uou q{,^4.

'slu-ri oTq eqi lr-q ueqt puu Sururour:ql ut utoc pls ol SUIT er{:

esn uuc nof,'elduexe .roJ'qlourLuer{ u1 (llualnluol rlltr:4 t{s

-uou puu DIS qloq ol JoIEJ ol rueqi Fuqqeue'e'ttttsod t eurolaq
surl uos€es -IepFoqs eql'sJollsI^.Ielul,\\ uEql Jeruums sJOLti

lou.p lenbe pue 'oJuerpnu pqo13 e tce$e qrlql ''Iellsrql[ pur
rpotrrrrEJ^i a{I suosel ro.+ 'peepq ,. uedo [Ir]s o] sn salqEue qJIq \1

'aurrl srq] lE slsen8 3urr4s-uou Fuotlumalu aloru lu+ etuoJls \''

e,u',(1a1uun;og elqrssod f,lutouuug eq'a:o-+elaql 'lou pltlo \"

euolE sleD{s loJ uedo urclunoru eql Surdee;tr'1aa,u-!rFr 00t-01)l
ot Surddo+ sroqurnu qlt^\ 'sedols eql uo SJoDIS 009 I a \Bq : !'
puelee,u 8uuds ,(uuns r.l u6,, :sureldxe',(ueduro3 '(e'ta1qr3r

srltlJ aqt -IoJ 3urte1-ruur 1o peaq'elrt:d 't:lad 1 (uudr: - I
UII eql ]noqu leq,{A lnq'sn o1 FepI pllnos srneJunolu udlrr

lsnhnv Z uo hulsolc
puE laquo^oN ul

0uruado '/1./9t u!

ro^a u0sEos lso0uol
puoces sll po[olua

qc!rlfii 'tllolutuEl l
ur oullls ouuds

,

I
ll,]


