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Srop Pntss

I  r 's  of) . ic ia l :  ski inq is qood lor
I . -

I  ) .u.  Rtst , r t .h.horrs that  ski i rg not
I

I  onl t  I 'ur t ts calor ie ' .  torres \uura
I thighs irnd trrmml: pcrks

up lour bottom, improrcs vour

cardiolascular f itness and l)oosts

ritamin D ler cls but also i lcrr:ases \our

endorphin lcrels But then, lve don't

need a doctor to tell us lh:rt lvhizzirls

dou'n a l ieshly-groomed pistc rs

exhilararing, that soaking up enclless

r-istas ol snou-clad moturtains is the

perfect antidote to stress, or that

,  l re. 'e at td r t inc- i1fu. .d nrtrr l*  in

cosy mountain huts miglrt clog up

the artcrics lrut are lood fcrr the soul

The rr t  o l ' r l id i r re orr  'n6rr  l r r rs capt i -

rrated hrLmatrrs for centurics l;r.rt. thanks

to mo' l lnr  l ( 'c l r r In loq\  r rn, I  i r r r torr t i rc

ski resorts. it 's never hccrr easier or

rnore lirrr \\ie nou have coml\ ski

boots and skis that l irtuallr tur n them-

selres Helmets, masnetisecl clrairl i fts

and mobilc apps keep our l i tLlc ones

safe and ski clothing is so st)' l ish ),ou
can wear it back zrt home (unicss

r-ou're sti l l  enrlrracing the ncort frend)

. \pr is-5[1 isr t ' t  r l r i ,  t l r  ahort t  r larr ,  i r rq

on table tops lou can go huskr

sledding. snorrmobil in g. icc-fishing

alcl snorvshoeing or drop the kids

oll '  at a supen ised rviltcrpark and

sprr i l  roursel l  r r  i t l t  . . r r r r  s l ropping

and spzr time

Tlr i*  u intcr  srcs r  halc l :  cont inui t tq

their inerorable rise lrom ultra to i iber

A drrzzl i r rq ar ra\  ( ) l  n '  \ r l ) ics i .  u l l ) in! ,

thc antc in tcrms of scale. facil i t ies

ancl st.n'ice offerinu up vast outdoor

il l init;, pools. pricclcss :rrt collections

and rr,ine cellars, hclipads, full-scrvice

spas and the sort of high-tcch tovs

that boys clrcam ol

\\Ihethcr \,ou'rc looking to tonc

those thighs, trcat the children

indulee the husb:rnd or splash out

on the holiclay of a lil'ctime, Lhc

nrountains are calling And, whilc

thev rvon't comc to vou) Lhere :rre

ski specialists out there u'ho'll make

hookirtq a holidrrr' leel abuut as

ellbrdess as exzrctly that orntuality

. The family-owned Maisons & Hotels

Sibuet group, who brought us Fermes

de Marie in Megdve and Atapura n Val
-ho'e^s,  s aunchrng the'eva-ped Hote

des Dromonts in Avoriaz this December

The 1970s hotel  wi l l  retain i ts iconlc pine

cone sl^ape a^d ga'n turee estdLral ts.

a Pure Al t r tude Spa and signature Sibuet

sty ng hoteldesdromonts.com
. -he Fa' . .nonr Chireau Lal ,e Lo. 'se,  near

Banff  in Canada, is launching a new Ski

& Yoga Retreat thrs wrnter lead by the

celebrated yogic, Tracey Deifs, wh le the

Fairmont Ch6teau Whlst ler  is  celebrat ing

iTS 25th b ' thday Lr s w - ter  by la-  c l -  -g

a two-night,  adrenal ine-packed

Heli Ski Adventure fairmont.com
. The lnnovat ive ski  special ist  Powder

Wh te ls the f rst operator to ntroduce

catered chalet  weekends, avai lable n

select  propert ies in Courchevel  and

Verbier for three- and four-night

book ngs oowderwhite.com
. The Rosa A pina, our favour i te hotel  in

I ta y 's stunning Do omites,  is  launch ng

a new three-bedroom sui te th is

December With its own prvate access,

lift and outdoor hot tub, Chalet Zeno

wi l l  combine the amenit ies of  the Rosa
A pina with Ihe p 'vacy ano sec -r ior '
of  a cha et  rosaloina. i t

.  Global  ski  and snowboard rental

company Skiset has partnered with the

geolocation services provider N,4a P'tite
R: co tn eroq'e 

'n 
:nn 

'  
,h i^h PnableS

parents to t rack their  chi ldren's locat lon

on the slopes S mply rent a IVla P'tite

Bal lse GPS beacon from your nearest
partrcrpatrng Srrset  shop ard enioy a

worry-free hol day skiset.co.uk
.  f  you're seeking b ssful  iso at ion,

the new Le Grand Joux cha et  has your

name on l t  The 100 year-o1d restored

auberge l ies in Alpine meadows near

G aydon, a ha'nret  outs ide Voru ine

in France, and is on y accessible by

snowmobl e and he icopter Not so rust lc

a'e I^e cha et  s r  ̂  oer-c lad ba' ,  ovetsize

leather chairs,  fur  throws, swimmtng
pool, floatation bath, and outdoor hot

tub and sauna legrandioux.com

INTRODUCTION
Mankind has been ski ing f  or  centur ies but

never,  thanks to technology, has i t  been
easier,  more luxur ious or more var ied

0.0(Kwr5r tR0M
I0P: l(El-ANDlt
SKIING IS ON THE
UP;LtGMNOl0UX,
NEAR MORZINE IN
tMNCt;RISTING
UP AT KUUII SPA
IN ST MORIIT
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LE EnHNo BELt.EVUE
HnrrL nm SnflNEttlRLil
Luner 0srnnn
Are we getting older or is Gstaad gettjng

coole ' i  Regar d ess.  wa"e pa' t rc -  ar  y

enamoured by two of the Sw ss classic's
f 'es-v evr-ncd Lolal \  |  p Cr2rd

Bel levue and Saanewa d Lodge The

former ls a grand old hotel  on Gstaad

Promenade whose new young owners

(who met and got marr ied at  the hotel

ho'n.p h v in^ i - )  r : r ,p 
'  a^ o:  i  rV t -

or lorr  n ctv lo :  1\ ,4 nho n (r)rra. l  , - \ , r  , t r ' ,

l ively bar and heaven y spa The latter s a
quirky mountain lodge, which channe s ts

1 960s hef l tage with v ntage furnrshings

and a secluded wood-burn ng hot tub ln

the forest camelsnow.com; 020 8123
2859; s lh.com; gstaad.ch

(I.OfiWISt FROM ABOVI:
IHALET MONT BI,ANC IN
MtGEVt; [ERV0 MOUNTAIN
BOUT|QUE RISORT rN ZER^4AI
IHALFI QUIZAC IN TIGNIS

IunLrr Iurznc Trslrrs
New to Tignes this winter,  th is remarkable

chalet  is  owned and des gned by the

French ra y dr iver and professional

f reeskier Guer ain Chicher i t  t  turns out
the 36 year-o d ocal  ad has a passion for

contemporary art, cutting edge des gn

a^d l^ ih tacL 6yc 1f io 611lp 'q s x S- les

feature bo d,  v brant murals and sculptures,
-  ^^.  4,  .^  + , -^ ^^ i  ^+^+^ ^{  +r^ ^v-- . - r r  rc-ort  So.nd

systems and bathrooms Wrap-around
-p 'F 'oc q n 

^{oq<^^r 
L l .h^r LID 

-OOd
'^f , ' :n^ 2^d a ' ,a-  l -o I  r ,2.6rtr  -Otof  btNe

used in Babylon A D starnng V n DieseL,

complete Chicher i t 's  fantast ical  wor d
luxurvchaletcol lect ion.com;

01993 899 429; t iqnes.net

IINVN MOUNIHIlt
BolJil0lJE Hrsnnr
lrnunn
-he far y-ow'eo Ce'vo Moun-air
Bor,-  o.rc Qoco| is ort r  o '7c.matt 'S nosI

conremporary ano unusua propen es:  a

cluster of  t radi t  ofa wooden bui ld ngs
ln a forest  c ear ing that cornpr ise f ive- to

e e!e -  oon- c 'a e-" ,  ava able separare y

or as a whole, each featuring its own spa,
with a na  ̂  cha'er ho-sing a welcorning
resta . 'd^ ' ,  bd'd-d lou^ge L oca y sou ceo
ant iques and mater ia ls I  ke fe l t ,  oden and
stone b end wlth sty l ised deer ant ers,
r in imal isr ' .  -  shings d o gdss-encased

wol l  ' 'es ro re ' lect  l l -e wa r th oro bearty
of  the mounta ns,  provid ng a sanctuary
withln them cervo.ch; 0041 27 968 1212;
mvswitzer la nd.com.

IHnLrr Mmrr BLnlc
l l rn i r r r
NT L I  L I '  L

IYILULYL
We're extreme y exc ted about the
quinressert ia l  y -  enc eso'T o- Vegeve,
wl- ch ,s abour to l^dve ''esl^ li[e orearneo
nto ts cobbled streets and deslgner
bout iques as t  we comes the infamous
ope--dir  ba .  'esraural t  ard c ' lb La troi ie

Douce and thls winter's hottest new
property, chalet N4ont B anc Th s modern
cha et offers its 1 2 lucky guests ski-in/
ski-out access, a heated outdoor lnf  n ty
poo over looking Megeve, an indoor poo,

spa i -a i r  salor,  "o-e c i re-a,  w:re ce ar,
hel ipad, mezzan ne bar wi th doub e-he ght

f oor to cej ng windows we could go

on (and on) consensiohol idavs.co,uk;

0203 393 0833; megeve.com
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IttnLtt PrLtntn
l-r Mtnntn Fnnnct
Luxurious yet understated, Chalet Pe erin

is tucked nto the French hamlet of  Le

Miro r near Sarnte Foy, providing the

nt imacy of  an authent ic Alpine commun ty

and chauffeur-driven access to the

ne g-oo-r ing resorts o 'Va d'Lsere,  Tgnes

ano Les Arcs Spend you'days e^ oy'^g

the oca off-plste wlth Pelerin's dedicated

guides or grab a helrcopter f rom the back

ga'den ro erplo 'e ' - lnet  af  e ld Feast on

the f inest  fo e gras at  Le Mirotr 's  legendary

Chez lv l6r le restaurant and relax ln the

chalei 's  ndoor sa twater pool ,  outdoor

hot tub,  Finn sh sauna and steam room

elevenexper ience.com; 001 970 349

Ntnn Mnntnnn
LH THUILE HtY
When t  opens in La Thu le th ls

December, Nira N,4ontana will become

il.re oopular talian resort's f rst five-star

"oie Located in the picturesque o d town

-S. i i - l !  r r ldy {ro- t l 'e s<i  s lopes a^d

: - : - -':: .'ona Aosta Valley style, the

a.- . . - '  ' . - .  s: 'adi t ional  exter ior  bel  es

:  -  i : ' : j * : : ' :J  ' ter iors.  a 'e\ tensive

sc.  . - :  , . .^a: : - : -  ses to be La Thui le 's

l iC:-eS: "e\ ,"  -eS:.--e ' : ,  SerV ng aUthent ic
_-6 .ccon S

-. :c_- . , . t tS

n i  ra h otel  sa nd reso ns.  co m

020 7630 0808; lathui  e.net

$|(I CAPSULE

I  CAN^DA G()()ST W S I IYBRIDGT t ITI

VTST €290, NTTCTt)IHING C{]M 2

CANAI)A G()OST AVIAT()R S HAT, T25{)

CANADA | ] l ] ( )SE C|]M, 3 RITUATS SUN

PR()TICTIt)N fACT CREAM, FACTOR 30,

i l6 s0 60Mt,  RtTUAtS C0M,4 0AXr_El

AIRBNAI(T JEI BTACK W.f IRT f2OO

t)AKTTY COM

KUtt,t HUtfL
St Monttz
St lvloritz is synonymous with winter

yet of  g inal ly enjoyed popular i ty as a

summer dest lnat lon,  known for i ts

therapeut ic mountain atr  and waters

ln 1864, the then-owner of  the Kulm Hotel ,

Johannes Badrut t ,  la ld a bet wi th hls

Br i i ish summer guests that  a w nter

vis i t  wou d be equal ly del ight fu l ;  i f  not ,

he'd cover the cost of  their  hol iday He

won the bet and within two years the

hotel was fully booked with winter

guests The Kulm remains a St N,4orrtz

stalwart today, with its newly launched

spa coni inuing the tradi t ion of

lnvigorat ing guests throughout the

year alpineanswers.co.uk;

020 7801 1080; stmoritz.ch

M0lrr TnrunLn||r
MrnrsrL
Desp,te ts rocal ioa jusl  a 'ew minutes

walk from centra N4eribel, IVlont

Tremblant sits in s zeable private

grounds w th one of the only outdoor

swimming pools n town Having nearLy

doJoled n s ize fo l low rg ar e*tensive

ref urbishment, the six-bedroom chalet

bursts onto M6ribel 's  uxury scene this

w;nter, with a pa'licularly ,rp'essive

double-height master bedroom

occupying the entire first floor The

chalet retains traditiona sty ing ike

timber-panelled rooms and wood

burnlng f i replaces whi le adding

state-of-the-art bathrooms, a cinema

and games room meriski .co-uk;

01285 64851 8;  les3val lees.com

0.ofl$tsE tRoMT0P
RIGHT MONTIREMBUNI
lN MERIBEL; KUL,T\tl H0TEL,
lN ST M0RIV; NIRA
MONIANA IN I,AT|IUILE,
IIAIY; 0UTD00R HOT
IUB AT IHALFI PELERIN
IN LE MIROIR, IRANTE
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S|(I CAPSULE

I  M()NCI-TR JUNIOR ARRI(]US

fRt)M T435 HARRt)DS | ] ( )M

2 WATIRPRt)OT TI,SA UGG B()( ]TS,

f IS()  UGGAUSTRAI-IA C(]  UK

3 GUCCI MTN'S SKI Gt)GGITS,

EIzO, GUCCI Ct)M 4 SATOMl]N

nANGtR C AIR, ei l5 SAr0Mt)N C0lt{

SnLnn, flustntn
Although we known in Europe for its

v r tual  y year-round glacier ski ing and

unfettered aprds-ski, Solden flies under

the radar for most Bnts But it shouldn't

do The ski ing on i rs three dra-rar c 3,000i1
glaciers is seriously impressive As the sun
goes down, Solden's main street echoes to
the sound of aprds-ski rocking the 80-odd
bars, c ubs and restaurants that pack it

oul Our top tips: retreat from the aprds
madness to Solden's on y f ve-star hotel,

Das Central ,  and don' t  walk the vert  g inous
'Tiefenbachkogl viewlng gangplank with a

hangover central-soelden.at;

0043 5254 22600; soelden.com

CouncHEVEr., FBnltIE
Courchevel  is  a place of  unashamed

ercess, wear,ng i ts manicured sLi  s lopes,

ultraluxury chalets, lV ichelln-starred

restaurants and vodka and champagne-

spraying bars with pr de Located n

Courchevel's particularly exclusive ski-in/

skr-out Jardin A pin enclave, hotel L'Apog6e
was launched last  December and quick y

established itself as one of the resort's

most sought-after addresses LApog6e
pos tlvely oozes hip glamour from its

three-bedroo'n Penthouse wirr rooftop

hot tub and intimate Champagne Lounge

serving P6rigord truffle hot dogs to the
stylish Bar de fApog6e, where resident

DJ Maxee Bee and guest DJs play each
night scottdunn.com; 020 3642 9060;

cou rcnevet.com

SKI
ty into the

)vwL) ur l

s night at
+L^ .
LI IE 

'

lscl|eL fllJsrHrH
The compact,  t radi t ional  farm ng

community of lschgi might date back to

the 1 Oth century but today's largely car-free

ski town comblnes the o d-school luxury of

resorts like Kitzbuhel and St Moritz wrth a

modern party scene to match {if not out-do)

St Anton and Verb er lschgl 's winters k ick

off and end with legendary on-mountain

concerts given by big names like Robbie

Wil l iams, Ky e and Rihanna and cont jnue

through the season with l ve y aprds-ski

and table-top dancing at  lschgl  icons Niki 's

Stadl, Romantik Hrltte and Pacha (yes,

Pac^a o+ lo iza'ame) ischgl .com

01483 345 723; inghams.co.uk;

0.0fiW15t FROM TOP tErT: IIHGL
IN AUSTRIA; THt DAS CENTML HOTEL

INSOTDIN,AUSNA ROOMAT
fAPOGtt, [0URCHEV[L; IHt P00L AI

W VERBIER; D0WNHILL AT lSiHGL

vEBBTEB, sl'l|trlERt Rl|D
I t  could be argued that Verbier didn' t  need
to launch W Verbier last winter, the first
Alpine branch of the hip hotel brand, to
confirm its position as the preferred winter
deslinat on of pa'ty-loving ce eorities
The W's chic Living Room cocktail bar
and rocking Destination Bar instantly
made Verbier's list of hot spots, joining the
infamous Farm Club, Casbah, Far inet  and
Le Rouge Complete with a spa, stylish
shops and a restaurant from two Michelin-
starred Spanish chef Serg Aro a,  the W is
the cherry on the rcing on the Verbier cake
oxfordski .com; 01993 899 420; verbier.ch

P
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VnrL goLoHfl[o
t's hard to beat Vail for skiing with a
young fami ly The slopes are quieter than
i^  t r ,  .^^^^^ .^^^.+^ +A^ ^^^,^,  i -I  t rL Uped r  'ebUJ .5,  . l lC S UW 15 f  O'e

re lable, the instructors are unfar ngly
paL.e"t  and {r ier-o y a"o c^ dren s c asses
are kept smal l  Add to that  special  ski
lessons for k ids and teens such as the
new Ski  Gir  s Rock camp created by
O ympic gold medal l is t  L indsey Vonn

for gir ls aged 7-1 6,  dedicated kids '
adventure zones on the mountain,  and
a pedestrianised v age packed w th
family friendly restaurants and attractions
and, as loca s would say, lt's a no brainer
ski- i .com;0131 516 4026; vai l .com

Ln PLnetE Fnntcr
Compris ing ten v i  ages and 225km of

OOTKWISI FROM
A80VE: THE

FAA,1I[Y-FRIENDLY
RISORT OF I,AXX IN

SWlllERl.AND; CHALETS
AT I-A PLAGNE IN

FRANtt; SKIING AT
PORTES DU SOLEIL

IN FRANIE

most ly beginner and intermediate
pistes, n addrtion to a further 200km
of rai ls in the arge Pa'adsk sk a 'ea,
La P agne is big And, for  fam es, big
is beaur i fu ,  parr  cular ly when sray -g

at the plush self-catered Les Granges
dr So e i  aparrrerts -ocaTeo i ' r  P agne
Soe & D'ag^eV age. a s-atTe'-g
of traditionally-sty ed chalets in a sun

drenched bowl above P agne Centre,
Les Granges du Soleil offers ski-in/
ski-out convenience, a spa, indoor poo,

sauna and dai ly breakfast  del iver ies

skicol iect ion.co.uk;  0844 576 0175;
ra-oragne.com

in the wor ld are
travel l ing

err  l i t t le people

[tcH gtLsrRrH
Lech has long been favoured by the r ch
and royal, who have flocked here for
i ts except ional  hote s,  ski ing and snow
The orcL- e-pe4ect Alo re v i l lage rares
exclus v i ty ser iously,  lmi t ing dai ly l i f t  t icket
sa es to 14,000 to prevent guests feel ing
crowded on the mountain The unusua
pollcy works: hotels enjoy unpara e ed

'eoeat gJes[ ' - ' rbe's,  w rL 'ani l ies
returning year after year, particularly to the
Goldener Berg in Ober ech, a smatter ing
of hote s located above Lech, which is
reached by cab e car and has its very own
ski  k ndergarten oowderbyrne.com;
0208246 5300; lech-zuers.at >

:rr

FAMILY
Some of the f  inest  s( i  resorts

heaven sent for  snow



FAMILY,O',

snlnr MnHilN DE
BrLrrvr.LE, tBnltIt
I t 's  impossible not to 'a l l  r rder the spe' l

of  Saint  Mart in de Bel  ev e as you ski

into lt The s eepy cluster of authentic

Savoyard timber and slate+oofed farms

and stables is watched over by an old

church, several of them transformed

into cosy restaurants like Le

Montagnard, which offers farm-to-table

dining Boast ing sweeping views over

the vrl age, r^e self-carereo Les Cl'alers

du Gypse apartments offer skiini

ski-out access to quiet nursery

s opes, whrch lead up to the vast
^l . r^^ ^.^^i l r t rg vd t ryr  5r i l i lv  orYd

oeakretreats.co.uk; 0844 576 0170;

st-mart in-bel levi l le.com

fiilLn J'|nnwnv
Perched on a frozen lake and wedged

between dramat ic f lords,  Gei lo is

the eprtome of winter wonderland
perfection And. while the resort

delrvers fantastic skiing for beginners

and rntermediates,  Gei lo also of fers

husky-sJedding, horse-drawn s eigh

rides, snowmobile safaris, guided

nature safar is and ice{ ishing For the

ul t imate winter exper ience, stay in the

Forest Chalet, a rraoirional 
'og 

caoin

nestled In dense forest and warmed by

wooo f res -he catered chdlel sleeps

eighr, co'res w th a sa-'ra ard s a few

minutes' walk from the lifts, ski school

and kinderga'ten crvstalski.co.uk;

0203 733 1918; gei lo.no
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f365 DI0R C0M 2 CHANft  SKIS
P()A CHANII-  Ct)M 3 WATTNPR()Of

ADIRONDACK BOt)T T220,

UGGAUSTRATIA C(]  UK 4 VOICOM TII
G0Rt l tx 0t0vEs f l ( ]s ss

GORT.TE)( CO IJX 5 PICTURT ()BCANIC

CTOTHING APOI.TA SUIT, €479 99
PICTURT ORGANIC.CI() IHING C(]M

flsprt' InLoHfl00
There's something about a grand hotel
like the St Regis in Aspen that capttvates
chi ld 'er  I  l  e l i t t le e se T^e spark 19
chandeliers, roar ng fires, dapper bel boys

and dainty footprints in fresh snow

that lead to steaming hot tubs create

memories that last a lifetime Combine

this wi th learning to ski  n one o{ the

world's most conic resorts and you'

also create the habit of a lifetime Aspen

Snowmass offers skiing across four

diverse mountains,  inc uding Buttermi lk,

whose forgiving slopes provide one of

the world's best places to learn to ski and

snowboard oxfordski.com; 01993 899

420; asoensnowmass.com

lnxx SwrrzERrflltil
The re ative y young resort of LMX should

be on every skiing family's bucket list,
part icular ly i f  your c lan includes a buddrng

snowboarder or freestyler Together with

i rs ' t l inked reighbo- 's Fl ims and Fa era,

LAAX is Europe's leading freestyle resort

offering 235km of ski terrain, including

40km of ded cated freeride terrain, four

snow parks,  a superp pe, minipipe and

Europe's lirst indoor treestyle training

centre The stylish self-catered Rocks

Resort apartments in LAAX offer ultimate

convenience, hand y located at  the base of

the ski area amongst the restaurants, bars

and shops skisafari.com; 01 273 224060;

raax com

Ln TnusstllBE, FRRNTT
The Maurienne Val ley is the f inal  f ront ler

of  French ski ing:  a scenic,  rura area
encompassing 22 smal l  resorts you've

probably never heard of Among them is
the old fa,ming v l lage ol  La Toussuire,

which offers 55km of pistes with plenty

of space dedicated to children and

begrnners lt's also liftlinked to five

other v i l lages, creat ing the Les Sybel les
ski  area, which boasts a surpr is ingly
extensive 31 0km of pistes, vLrtually all

of which are perfect for beginners and
intermediates oeakretreats.co.uk; 0844

576 0170; maurienne-tour isme.com
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ine out on tales of  der for years
to come after a tr i bne of these
adrena I  r  ne-fuel alrst  resorts

AOftWIE FROM I.EFI:
DOWNHILL AT SAI-T ITKE IN
UTAH, DItlINGARIAATTHE
CHEDI lN ANDIRIIATT; SKlll,{G
IN ICII,AND IS COMING OF AGE

flnnrnuRrT RND
Irsmrrrs StllrrzERt flNil
Andermatt, a small Swiss town with big
mountain sk ing, was catapulted nto the
headl nes last winter when it welcomed the
first Alp ne Chedi, which outshines many
(more expensive) hotels in St lvlofltz and
Verbier With the mminent aunch of more

hotels, apartments and villas, Andermatt's
previously deseted siopes are getring

brsiet so grab the trarn to neighbounng

Disentis for guaranteed fresh tracks
Cunent y a favourite among freeskiing
Swedes - the div ning rod of ep.c off-p ste
skiing - Disentis is our top powder trp this
winter, complete with the hip new Lodge
SAX, opening in December and run by some

of those Swedes thechedi-andermatt.

com; lodgesax.com; mvswitzer land.com

lt{ttnrnpnpn,
l|tw ltnLnnl
As bragg ng rights go, sk ng down a
live volcano is up there with the best
Whakapapa, New Zealand's largest ski
area, cannot only boast that 75 percent of
i ts runs are for  intermed ate and advanced
skiers but also ays claim to the country's

best backcountry skiing The undisputed
bact coJntry r  g1 ght s the hike .p ro the
peak of  l \ ,4ount Ruapehu (North lsLand's

tal lest  mountain) to admire the crater lake
before skrng jnto the neighbouring Turoa
ski  area T*e rost  celebrared sk run in

the Ant ipodes, you'  be din ng of f  ta les
about volcano skiing for years to come
newzealand.com

E

SKr SnLr [nrr Urntl
For the ul t imate powder safar i ,  put  Utah's

claim to have 'the greatest snow on earth'

to the test Ski Sa t Lake comprises the

four resorts of Alta, Brighton, Snowb rd

and Solitude in the Cottonwood Canyons,

delivering some of the wodd's finest powder

skiing on one ift pass The towns are small,
quirky and ow-key while the terrain ranges

from snow-choked g ades and open powder

bowls to cliff bands and pillow lines Just

don'1 bring your snowboard if you're headrng

to Alta - t's strictly sk ers only skisafari.

com; 01273 224060; utah.com

ilrprnn tHBM lrErnNil
When it opens next spring, Deplar Farm
will take adventure travel in lceland to a
whole new level Set in a remote valley
near lce and's rugged north-western coast
and encircled by 3,000ft peaks, Deplar is
currently being transformed from a working
sl'eep'arm i^to a rrrury relreal Guests car
enjoy he i-skiing and ski touring from the
peaks o[ glac ers to t^e ocean, oescendi"g
the flanks of deep ftords under the midnight
sun, as we I as he i f sh ng for At antlc
salmon in pr ist  ne r ivers elevenexoer ience.

com;001 970 349 7761; iceland. is
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