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D on' t get left, b ehind, the w orld of
luxury cruising is changing b ey ond
r e co gnition s ays Gabri ella Le Breton

.t,

$

.&

.T

$

.T

.&

,T

.&

I

$

.t

.9

.T

.&

.T

.T

.T

.t,

.T



TRAVELLER I  PROMOTION

?f
v/ v,,

il0r
.{f,

a
.T,.T

CIUIT E
cot i r t i rE

No more cramped cabinswithtiny
portholes,unprecedentedlevelsof luxuryareahoy
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l f  you're one of the ' l  9 mill ion people who
enjoyed an ocean or river cruise last year, you'l l
already know that cru sing has changed beyond
.ecogr- i o^ dur ng tl^e past decade. Pioneering
.ew ships bursring with innovarive facil i t ies,
exotic new ports of call and unprecedented
levels of luxury and service have transformed
this once-staid and fusty industry into a dynamic
and exciting launch pad for discovery.

Gone are the days of formal dining with
rigid seating plans, cramped cabins with tiny
porlholes, and long days at sea with nothing
to do but dodge loquacious octogenarians.
While the lavish glamour and romance of the
'Golden Age'of cruising is sti l l  very much alive,
most cruise l ines now recognise the preference
among contemporary travellers for barefoot
lrxury and adventure, with an emphasis on
understated elegance and unique experiences
both aboard and ashore.

Passengers have come to expect spacious
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cabins with private verandas and indulgent
amenities, world-class spas offering revolutionary
beauty treatments, champagne and caviar on
secluded Caribbean beaches, gourmet dinners
served under the stars in the Namib desert or the
bay of Dubrovnik, and exclusive visits to the Sistine
chapel, remote Amazonian tribal communities or
Tahitian pearl farms,

lf you haven't yet dipped your toes in the
bottomless waters of cruising, not only wil l you be
unaware of what you're missing but, chances are,
you'll be somewhat confused about what's actually
involved, With unprecedented choice and diversity in
sh ps, destinations and activit ies, the cruise industry
is revolutionising the way in which the world travels,
yet familiarising yourself with what's on offer can be
a dauntlng task.

Should you go for a romantic week ir deux in
Costa Rica aboard an elegant sail ing yacht? Or
treat your brood to an action-packed fortnight n the
Med onboard a family-friendly ship (the kids wil l love
:-e ch o'er's clubs and Dad can perfect his golf
s,'. "g ', 'rh e you unwind in the spa)? Or do you start
.:< -: cfJ the things on your bucket l ist - visit the
::- . - -: - Anrarctrca, hunt out the Northern Lights
^ -a: a-l and learn to scuba dive in the Bahamas?

- -- : ' :: r i rve l l introduce you to some of the
. , . - r  = ' - : : :  s l 'ps and most imaginat ive voyages to
:-: --: - - :cr't miss the boat this year.
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Measur ng 1 ,1 87ft long and
carrying 5,412 passengers, Royal
Car bbean Internatonal's twin
sh ns Oasis nf the ,9eac eqd Allure
of fhe Seas are the world's largest
cru se ships, In comparison with
these behemoths, the ships below
a'e rerat 'vely sral l .  However, .nega

sh ps can be overwhelming and
those below o"e, al l  the benefirs
of large sh p cruis ng while
remaining manageable.
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This quintessential ly l tal ian cruise
l ine rs proud of i ts dist inct ive
Medi terranear heritage, ref lected
in a warm, vibrant ambiance

across i ts f leet (1 1 ships and
counting), chic interiors and
reassuringly l tal ian cuisine. A
family-run company, MSC boasts
impeccable credentials where
bambinos are looked after by
qua)i{ied sta'{ who care for
chi ldren aged three to 17, al l  day,
every day, free of charge,

The pioneering MSC Yacht
Club, currently offe.ed on three
ships, enables passengers to
enloy the int imacy and luxury of
smal l  ship cruis ing whi le having
access to the extensive facilities

of a large ship. Located on the
prestigious foredecks oI Splendrd a,
Fantasia and Divtna, the Yacht
Clubs comprise some 70 plush

suites, an exclusive pool dec<, oar
and restaurant, and come wtth
dedicaied butler and concierge
service and direct access to the
MSC Aurea Spa. one ol lhe besr
spas af loat (msccruises.co.uk;

ou4 561 7412).

and r is ing f l  ght  c: :
sai l ing f rom So,:-a-

Sparn and Po:-  : :  -  :

'  - ' - ises of fer  a numoe'  of  voyages

-r ^E a new wine cruise to France,

" 
:  :rado Oz Clarke.

Wlth no bagg.. := - : : . - - .  - - :  :_r  can stock up on Oz's
recommendat a-: : .  - :  .--  =, - ' . : t4. ng for an extremely
classy booze c-- : :  ( .ce eb.rtycruises.co.uk; 0845 456 0523).

OCEAN CIANTT
The greatbehemoths of the seas offer anincrediblerange of services

and, if the mood takes you, even s personalisedbutler sewice nou)adays

( l l l l l  l [ \ r t l : i  t

Celebr i ty Cruises a. .  e,es a unique sense of  innovat ion and fun across
its f leet, with ships '3a:--.g the interactive Osine restaurant, where
passengers he p c'ea:: .-3 .  cwn dishes; l ively bars serving molecular
gastronomy coc(:a : :  ra: . ,  re ists and tutored wine classes to help
you navigate the a': : . .  ,  - :  col ect ion at sea; and even half an acre of
man cured lawn o- - :  _: .  l :c< of  i ts  Solst ice-class ships,  where you
can feel  the grass : : .  :=^ ' - ' ioes as you play croquet.

For lunately fo '  : - , - - :  , :  - l  catence with lengthy airport  queues
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Voted the world's best iarge cru se l ine for l8 years
by Condd Nast Travellereade's, Cysia' C.u ses is a
key player in the 'ultra-luxury' markei, despite its two
ships, SerenlrJz and Symphony, being sign f cantly larger
than others in that category Crystal is thus the perfect
choice for travellers looking for a w de choice of onboard
entedarnment - boutiques, theatr cal productions,
Creative Learning Institute classes, diverse dining venues
(including the only Nobu restaurants at sea), bars and
lounges, and a divine spa - while not compromising on
the service typically achieved only on smaller ships.

Crystal took another step in the small ship luxury
direction this spring, when it switched to all- inclusive fares,
and the l ine continues to carve a niche for itself as the
onlv ultra-luxurv line to offer extensive children's facilities
and clubs (crystalcruises.co.uk; 020 7287 9O4O).
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Oceania offers a luxury orc:. tc: at competit ive prices, with a focus on

sensational cuisine and se., := cnboard i ts f ive ships ( included in our large

ship category although c asseo 
- C-srze in the context of the cruise industry),

This 'affordable luxury' s z'). ., 1.^ eved by providing five-star facilities and

service comparable with --.-=-- , ' . ' .  competitors but not including alcohol or
gratuit ies in the cruise 'a' :=,

Oceania's 1,240-passe-:: ' : '  :  ' , , iarrnaand Riviera blend large ship

faci l i t ies with a refLned r :- :  -= s^ :  'eel,  whi le i ts 684-passenoer vessels offer
en int im: lc enr rntn,  .  |  '  =^ -  ) -  -

cvnal lenl  e r  r ic ina nr4 <a .
ts *- '  '

f  looi  s: i ls  in 3?O nnn< :  -

l inos :nd shinq nf fcr  i - : -  -  -

ro levcd evnlnratrnn n- -=.-  -

, ' , - e Oceania wins crit ical acclaim for its
r:::-.:o for its unusual it ineraries - the
: ':. many of which are neglected by other

_ . : :  -  l^ .s rn ponto enaDle more exTensrve,

: - .  (oceaniacruises.com; 0845 505 1920).
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The al l-suite, al l- inclusive, al l- fr i l ls Si lversea provides old-
school cruise glamour 1n far-f lung corners of the world.
The l ine's f ive larger shlps carry between 296 and 540
passengers and adhere to some of the industry's most
exacting standards of quality and service, while offering
a wide choice of onboard facilities - the prized benefit
of mid-sized ships.

Travel lers looking to visi t  potential ly chal lenging destinations
l ike Antarct ica, Columbia and Greenland should look no
further than Stlver Explorer, Silversea's expedition ship.
Silver Explorer offers its 132 passengers exceptional levels
of comfort in the expedit ion cruise sector - cabins come
with butler service and marble baths, while fudher faci l i t ies
tnclude a spa, theatre and styl ish restaurant - and i ts unique
shore excursions (al l  included in the fare) are second to none.
This js a ship where you' l l  f ind the crew pay equal aftention
to ensuring your m nibar is stocked with your favourite
champagne as checking your waterproofs are dry come
morning (silversea.com ; 0844 77O 9O3O).

*a6]''"''tt"* ''

CLOCKWISE FROIVI
TOP RIGI{T:

f  at  F-aarr /  of
S .L rFSEr

: ! : r  L SBaf
:  a:r  lOi : t )
I  !81 , , '3

AF'  
'AJ.-JAFD 

'  
]L

:  
- t (P.caLi

Azamara could justly promote
its plush twin ships, Ouest and
Journey, as its core strength,
vel  the crrr ise l ine nrefers to

emphasise the unique nature of
its shore excursions. With the goal
of 'on-shore immersion', whereby
passengers actually become part
of local life, rather than mere
observers, Azamara delivers more
overnight stays in lesservisited
places (l ike Ho Chi Minh City, St
Barts and Myanmar) and provides
some of the industry's most
imaginative excursions.

These shore-based adventures
include day trips, such as a Ferrar
driving tour in Civitavecchia or
Croatian l iqueur tastings in Zadora.
and night tours, such as an
lmperial Russian Court evening
in St Petersburg or a private v sit
to the Sistine Chapel. lnnovative
multi-night trips, such as an
overnight visrt to Hiroshima from
Osaka on the bullet train or a trip
to Laos from Bangkok, can be
arranged (azamaraclubcruises.
co.uk;0844 493 4016).
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Seabourn arguably set the benchmark for ultra-luxury cruising in 2009,
when it launched the Seabourn Odyssey. Subsequen|y joined by two
identical mid-size (450-passenger) vessels, the ground-breaking trio offer
the greatest space-to-passenger ratio of any cruise ship and the largest
spas in the luxury sector, and a platform which extends from the rear of
the vessel for waterskiing, sail ing and snorkell ing. All cabins on these
ships are opulent suites (the smallest measuring a whopping 2gb square
feet) and 90 percent boast private verandas.

What Seabourn's three smaller (208-passenger) ships lack jn facil i t ies
compared to their sisters is compensated for by a staff-to-passenger ratio
of nearly 1 :1 , ensuring some of the most attentive service in the industry,
Add to this the off-the-beaten-track porls of call and you have six-star
quality on every level (seabourn.com; 0845 070 O5OO).
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Hurtigruten ships have been part of Nonara., s
coastal scenery for over a century and, with :- .
exceptional heritage and a fleet of 14 ships,
the cruise l ine offers an incomparable setec: _ -
of voyages around the country. Whether yc-
want to see rhe Northern Lights swirl ing a:: .
deep fjords, visit enchanting islands basl.,. l
in midnight sun or enjoy the buzz of Be.ge-
Hurtigruten will take you there.

However, Hurtigruten is not limited to
Norwegian waters as they also have
extensive experience of cruising to
Greenland, Spitsbergen and Antarctica,

Sail ing onboard the comfortable 3l8-
passenger expedition ship Fram, togethe' ,, .-
a crack team of resident biologists. geolc_- : .
and sociologisis on hand at all t imes to lea:
included excursions and give informative
seminars, these voyages go far beyond t-=
:radit onal cruise, offering close encounte-:
. ' , :r fascinating local people, wildlife and a,,,=-
^so r ng countryside (hurtigruten.co.uk;
ou4 448 7601),
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Since launching in 2004, this

boutique cruise l ine has become

the leading expedit ion cruise

operator in the Asia Pacif ic

region, gaining a loyal fol lowing

for the unpretentious luxury and

impeccable service onboard and

its selection of niche destinations

and bespoke excursions,

Some tours are included in
ihe {are lcd hv thc shins cvncd

expedit ion crew, with addit ional

excursions available, and range

from guided scuba diving in Papua

New Guinea and game-f ishing off

Austral ia's islands to wine tast ing

in Hawkes Bay or a boat tr ip

through a f loating Malay

water village.

Even better, these remarkable

adventures are only shared by

50 couples aboard the sleek

Orion. From her ice-strengthened

hull  and strong environmental

credentials to the gourmet

cuis'ne lrom Sydney chef Serge

Dansereau and intuit ive service,

Orion provides small  ship

expedit ion cruising par excel lence
(orionexped itions.com;

o2o 7399 7620).

BIJOTJ BO.ATT
Access thefar-flung corners, swsy fro*the shippinglanes,

and discover forgottenports and castqway islands

\ \ i l i l r t \ t  ( l l t t l  /

With its trio of luxurious sail ing yachts, Windstar blends the age-
old romance and adventure of exploring the seas under sail with
contemporary comforts and amenities. The twin three-masted Wnd
Splnf and Wind Star each accommodate 1 48 passengers, while
the five-masted Wind Sur-f carries 312 guests.

Despite Wind Sui's claim to be the world's largest sailing yacht,
all three ships offer one of the key benefits of small ship cruising
- access to atmospheric, bijou ports which escape the attentions
(and crowds) of large ship destinations.

'Casual elegance'is Windstar's dress code and general
mantra, with the clean lines of its ships reflected in understated,
sophisticated interiors and complemented by intuitive service.

Large teak decks, dotted with pools, hot tubs and sun loungers,
provide peaceful spots from which to admire the yacht's bil lowing
sails and the coastl ine slipping past, while candlelit dinners on deck
complete the decadent experience (windstarcruises.co.uk;
o20 7292 2369).
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It sounds corny but the slogan - ' l t 's yachting, not cruising'-
does sum up what distrnguishes the SeaDream 'Club'from
its competitors. Step out of ihe pool on one of SeaDream's
1 1 2-passenger twin mega-yachts and you'l l dlscover a
fresh towel and your favourite cocktail by your lounger (and
SeaDream adheres to an all- inclusive philosophy, so you won't
be charged for the pleasure).

The private yacht feel is affirmed by SeaDream's bespoke
cuisine, blissful Asian spas, watersport platforms packed with

1et skis, paddleboards and waterskis, and heavenly over-sized
Balinese day beds on deck, Book the largest bed at the front of
the ship for a night under the stars: the crew will make it up with
crisp l inens, place your monogrammed PJs under the pil low,
bottle of bubbly of course, and rope off the deck to ensure
your privacy (seadream.com; 0800 783 1373).
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This French cruise l ine brings a dist inct ive ye

ne sais quot ' to cruising, with chic ships and a

cosmopoli tan fol lowing (and matchless pastr ies).

Of the company's three ships - Ponant" Austral

and Le Bor6al- the first is a three-masted yacht

and the last two are sl ick new expedit ion shios,

The recently refurb shed Ponanf accommodates
just 64 passengers, who revel in her si lence and

grace as she navigates the oceans under sai l ,

From their sleek contours to the r sophist icated

nautical interiors, Austal and Le Borjalresemble

private yachts more than hardy 264-passenger

expedit ion vessels, Nonetheless, each ship is

equally well-suited to negotiat ing icebergs in

Antarctica as picking its way through tropical

islands in the Caribbean and, with a Carita Spa,

beauriful ly-appointed cabins (95 percent with

balconies) and quintessential ly French cuisine,

cruising d la franqarse is a winning formula
(ponant.com; 0800 980 4027).

C ockwse lrcm top: J nmy Choo-

Ea:!. iflngec iasseled dnvng :

shoes,9295i  mf podercor ' ,

,....re

Cafierbury Wndsor ch .os ght :;l
b Je Canterbuv Kanawa cabe

lLnpef nary 995,
com Persol, Steve Mcoueen

'o d ng sunglasses 924C A PC

s:. ped canvas eathe. belt Sl 1 5,

C,

,l



TRAvELLER I pnotrorroN

The rjver cruise l ine Uniwodd has achieved a paradigm shift in European
river cruising, rescuing it from rather murky depths and placing it at the
forefront of captivating, luxury travel. Combining extensive experrence
in five-star boutique hotel management, tour planning and marjt ime
operations, Uniworld has created an award-winning fleet, which boast
the most lavish interiors of any ships on Europe,s waterways, Uniworld
is the only river cruise line to have received ZAGAT recognition for its
restaurants and its 1:3 staff-to-guest ratio ensures equally impressive
service. With voyages on eleven rivers jn 20 countries (in Europe, Egypt,
Vietnam, Cambodia, China and Russia) and informatjve guided shore
excursions included in your fare, the only tricky bit is deciding which
river to stad with (titantravel.co.uk; 08OO 9gg 5823).

BOUTIQTJE TIVEI
You don'thave to compromise onluxury when cruising inland and up the world's

greatrivers.Infact, charteryour ou)nyacht andthe style andservice canbe evenbetter
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Sailing onboard the 50-passen ger Hebridean princess is like joining a
refined country house parly, with ihe added bonus that it moves slowly
around the ruggedly beautjful Scottish and lrish coast. The fact that Her
Majesty the Oueen has twice chartered the princess for a fortnight of
summer cruising is testament to the ship's fault less service, subl ime cuisine
and sumptuous cabrns. You won't fjnd casrnos or d jscos onboard but you
will delight in afternoon tea by the inglenook fireplace after windswept
coastal walks, ap6ritifs hosted by larrds in fairytale casiles and fresh
Colonsay oysters, delivered to the Princess by the man who caught them,

New this summer, Hebridean lsland Cruises is charlering the nostalgic
79-passenger river boat Royal Crown, which oozes 1930s glamour with
gracious art deco interiors, for week-long cruises along the Rhine and
Danube, promising to raise the bar for luxury r iver cruising
(hebridean.co.uk; 01756 704 7OO\.
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While small ship cruises often claim to provide an
experience akin io that of a private yacht, sharing
a boat with strangers simply isn't the same as
having it all to yourself, your family and/or friends.
Chartering your own vessel is the ultimate luxury
offering unparalleled privacy, flexibility, service and
access to the world's most desirable destinations.

With access to over a thousand yachts
across the globe, charter company YCO makes
organising a private yacht holiday almost
disturbingly simple. The team will sniff out the
perfect yacht for you, be it the show-stopping
26-9uest Sherakhan with its private art collection
and 18-person jacuzzi, the 12-guest Oasis with
her bevy of watersports toys or the elegant eight-
guest yacht Drumbeat advise on an itinerary,
select a friendly yet professional crew, including
an accomplished chef, and even help organise
shore excursions. All you have to do is decide
who comes with you (ycoyacht.com;
0207 584 1801).

f  \ t  \ t l \ i l  | \ t I t /

Ca". - j,ust four and eight passengers respectively, Anantara Dream and
Ana' .z'a Song represent the essence of boutique cruising. Beautifully restored
centu-.-old Thai rice barges, the boats are crafted from teak and decorated in
lavisl. ::aditional style, with mahogany furniture, Siamese antiques and silk soft
furnish rgs Motoring slowly out of steamy Bangkok, the boats make multiple
stops ai temples and villages on the banks of the Chao Phraya River on their
way to and from the ancient ruined city of Ayutthaya.

Four attentive crew, including an excellent chef, are on hand to provide iced
towels when you return from your shore outings (a private guide and driver are
provided), serve mouth-watering Thai cuisine under starry skies and teach you
how to fold lotus flowers to give as offerings at temples. Believe you me -
you'll be praying that your magical three-day voyage will never end
(chiclocations.com; 020 8944 1 973).
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